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RENEWING THE VISION: W W W . G R A C E C H U R C H - P C U S A . C O M
Climate Change: The assembly voted 332-178 to continue
KIN-DOM BUILDING FOR THE 21ST
corporate engagement with oil and natural gas companies,
CENTURY
working through the denomination’s Mission Responsibility
BY PASTOR JOSH &

THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK
The General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church (USA)
met during June to discern the future direction of our
denomination as a whole. The theme of the assembly was
"Renewing the Vision: Kin-dom Building for the 21st Century."
I had the honor of being on the worship planning team for the
assembly, in addition to having the opportunity to preside
over communion for the assembly along with several children.
It was the first time in the history of the General Assembly that
children got to assist with communion. Several of the Pastors
and Ruling Elders all thanked me afterwards, saying, "We are
going to have children at the communion table every Sunday
from now on!" We've been doing this at Grace for over a year
now. I'm just happy that we've inspired other Presbyterian
congregations around the U.S. to do the same! Because that's
what it means to build the Kin-dom for the 21st century welcoming more and more people to table to experience what
happens when we follow Christ out of the church and into our
communities.
The rest of this article will be a recap of some of the
highlights of the General Assembly taken from the article by
the Presbyterian Outlook. If you have any questions or
concerns about the actions of the General Assembly, please
feel free to speak to me (Pastor Josh). I have no control over
what the assembly does, I can only help you understand what
it means.
The details can also be read in inserts to the 07/01/18 and
07/08/18 bulletins.

Through Investment Committee, rather than to divest the
PC(USA)’s holdings in fossil fuel companies. This was one of the
hardest-fought issues at the assembly, with 40 presbyteries
supporting an overture for fossil fuel divestment, saying the
church has waited long enough to act to protect the earth, and
with others contending it’s better to stay at the table and use the
investments as leverage to push for industry changes.
Family Separation: The assembly voted 484-34 to approve a
resolution calling for an immediate end to the government’s
policy of separating parents from children as migrants attempt to
cross the U.S.-Mexico border. It calls for federal authorities to
promptly reunite parents and children who have been separated,
and to place families “under the care of the community,” rather
than in detention.
Leadership. Taking four ballots to do so, the assembly elected as
its co-moderators Ruling Elder Vilmarie Cintrón-Olivieri and Rev.
Cindy Kohlmann. Vilmarie is an educator from Florida and Cindy
is a Presbyter for the Presbyteries of Boston and Northern New
England. They describe themselves as two “audacious, spirited,
bold, unapologetic women,” as Cintrón-Olivieri put it. She is a
native of Puerto Rico, for whom Spanish is her first language, and
is the first Latina to be moderator of the G.A. (Vilmarie is also a
friend of Pastor Josh.)
Race and Inequality. From preaching to marching to overtures,
the need to confront structural racism and systemic inequality
echoed through this gathering. As a sign of that commitment, the
assembly voted 352-160 to begin the long process of adding
Martin Luther King Jr.’s “Letter from Birmingham Jail” to the
PC(USA)’s Book of Confessions.
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World Concerns. The assembly spoke to concerns around the world —
including in Yemen, Korea, South Sudan and Nicaragua. One tangible
example: The assembly agreed to make the PC(USA) a partner with a
Salvadoran church working to reduce gang-related violence in Honduras,
Guatemala and El Salvador — violence that’s causing people to flee for
their safety.
#MeToo. The assembly voted 474-19 to have the PC(USA) confess its
failure to listen to survivors of pastoral sexual misconduct; to report
annually the number of sexual misconduct charges brought in the
denomination; and to set up a task force of survivors of sexual abuse.
Social Justice. This assembly felt pulled to public advocacy. It called for a
moratorium on imposing the death penalty. It asked Presbyterians to pray
for a movement of the Spirit to end gun violence. It voted to affirm the
dignity and humanity of people of all sexual orientations. Time and again,
the assembly acted to tell the world, “This is what Presbyterians stand for.”
Per Capita. The assembly approved a General Assembly per capita rate of
$8.95 per member for 2019 and $8.95 for 2020 – up from $7.73 per
member in 2018. That was a source of constant tension during this
assembly: How to meet urgent ministry needs, from drug addiction to
mental health to ministry with small churches, while not raising per capita
so high it raises resistance from mid councils and congregations?
The Way Forward. The assembly approved a report from the Way Forward
Commission, which the 2016 General Assembly created to consider
changes needed at the top levels of the denomination. The action will
mean a new, more equitable governance structure for the PC(USA), A
Corporation (a secular corporation used to conduct church business). Also
part of that proposal: a financial sustainability study and a commitment to
translate PC(USA) resources into languages other than English.

Pastor Josh presided over communion at the 223rd General Assembly of the PCUSA, along with
children from Grace & Southminster Presbyterian Churches. It was the first time for children to
serve communion at the General Assembly. Many pastors & elders present later said they will be
including children at the communion table in their congregations.
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THE VIEW
FROM THE LOFT
Don’t forget that we are depending on small groups or solos to
provide selections for the Special Music portion of the services
during the summer season. See me if you would like to sing or
play for the congregation, or if you have a suggestion of
someone I can ask.
The Chancel Choir Pot Luck and Kick-Off for the 2018-2019
season will be at the Jackson’s house on Wednesday, August
29th at 6:00 in the evening. Please save the date; there will be
more info shortly.
As I stated in my last “View,” we are going to be more creative as
we continue providing music, and that leaves the agenda open
for lots of possibilities.
If you are a returning choir member, or if you are interested in
joining us, please come to the event on August 29th. Singing
ability is needed, but you DON’T have to be a soloist. Many of
the best choirs are made up of many average voices, who join
together to create a sound and presence that is much more than
the sum of its parts.
May God continue to bless you with joy, love, and music!
Kirk Jackson
Chancel Choir Director

SUMMER FOOD
SERVICE PROGRAM
Here we are, almost four weeks into our new Summer Food Service Program, and things
are going great! God has blessed us with many volunteers, both from Grace and around
the community, who have stepped up to help feed children in our community and around
Jefferson County.
There were a few adjustments at first - trying to find the best sites to serve. The sites have
to be accessible to kids - either by walking there, riding their bike, or maybe having an
adult drive them there. Plus the sites should be in areas where there is a need for the
program. As the summer has progressed, some of the sites have been dropped, but others
have been picked up.
We started out feeding around 100 kids per day the first week. By the second and third
week, we were up to feeding 200 kids per day. Now in the fourth week, the program has
picked up three new sites, and we are up to feeding 350 kids per day!
That's 350 kids who won't go hungry that day!
That's 350 kids who experienced the gospel of food that day!
That's 350 kids who experienced salvation from hunger that day!
That's what the gospel is about.
It's not just about spiritual salvation...
It's also about salvation from all the things in this world that keep us and others from
being fully human - poverty, racism, sexism, prejudice, violence, injustice, etc. etc.
And the church is called to share that kind of gospel with their community as well.
The church is called by the Holy Spirit to step out of its doors and into a world that so
desperately needs saving. That so desperately needs hope.
And Grace - in partnering with the Child Core Foundation - plans to continue spreading
the gospel of food to up to 500 children per day by the end of the summer!
Volunteers are always needed. You can volunteer at Grace or at any of the sites where we
are serving in Jefferson County. Please go to the Child Core website to sign-up to
volunteer for a time and a place to serve:
www.thechildcore.org

Pentecost 2 Team:

Sue Short, Gary Stephens, Jean Seffens, & Mary Lucas

"Making Sense of the Bible" Class

The Pentecost 2 team has an exciting class we are offering during our season!
We will be studying the bible using the book "Making Sense of the Bible" by Adam Hamilton. The study includes a
book, videos with Adam Hamilton, and discussions lead by Pastor Josh.
The study addresses all things you've always wanted to know about the bible, but were too afraid to ask.
Questions you always wanted to ask about the bible, but thought people might question your faith if you did.
Questions that may seem "controversial" and even "challenging" to those within the Church.
The class will give you a great overview of the entire bible, help you understand the history and context behind the
writing of the Bible and how it came to be, and show you how knowing that can help us address the controversial
topics that have been dividing churches over the years in ways that are rational and well-informed.
This thought provoking class will be offered on Wednesday evenings, starting on July 25th and running through
August 29th, from 6:30 to 8:00 p.m.
During that time there will be supervised fun and games for children between the ages of 3 years to 14 years old.
To register for the class and request a book, go to the church website www.gracechurch-pcusa.com and click the
button "Making Sense of the Bible" Registration, to go to a sign-up form and more info about the class. If you are
unable to signup online, please see Jean Seffens either after worship on Sundays or contact her at 636-543-3233.
The cost of the book is $10.00 and money can be given to either Jean Seffens or to Liz McClaine, church secretary.
Our team believes everyone will truly enjoy and benefit from this class. Come join us!! Invite your friends and family
who have questions as well!

Hospitality & Mission

With school starting back during our season, the Pentecost 2 Team will offering grace to all our students, teachers,
and parents so that they start the school year back on a positive note
SCHOOL SUPPLIES: After speaking with the CCES counselor, we discovered that their greatest need are for
pencil boxes and composition notebooks. We will collect those specific items during worship on Sunday,
August 5.
On Sunday, August 12, we'll offer grace to our students of all ages by having our "Back to School Blessing"
during our worship service, as we bless them to be sent out into our schools to learn.
On Tuesday, August 14, we'll offer grace to the teachers of Crystal City Elementary School for all they do for the
children of our community by providing breakfast for the teachers & staff during their in-service day.
Thursday, August 16 is the first day of school. And for parents, this is often a hectic, busy, and stressful morning,
so we'll offer grace to the parents by providing free coffee as they drop off their kids at school on that first day.
Back to school week will be a busy week of ministry, so we could use a lot of friendly faces to help us "offer grace"
to the faculty, staff, students, and parents in our community.
MUSIC IN THE PARK - The Team is also planning a "Music in the Park" event before Summer ends. Keep an eye
on the church website, Facebook page, and bulletin to find out details as they are finalized.

Worship & Music

Some of the exciting things the Pentecost 2 Team will offer during worship this season with be to providing a
Contemporary Praise Song at the start of each service. Feel free to stand up, sing along, and even clap your
hands if the Spirit moves you to do so.
We will also offer Hymn Sings on the last Sundays of July and August (07/29 & 08/26). On those Sundays, we will
ask the congregation to call out their favorite hymns (by hymnal and number) for us to sing during worship.
Communion will be served on July 29 and September 2.
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GRACE WEEKLY EVENTS

07/06/18

07/07/18

4:00 pm - Service at Crystal City Park
5:00 pm - Cook-Out
6:00 pm - Swimming

9:30 am - Prayerful Beginnings
Summer Food Program
11:00-3:00 pm - Food Prep/Cook Shift
3:30-5:00 pm - Snacks & Dinner
6:00 pm - Clean Up

Summer Food Program
11:00-3:00 pm - Food Prep/Cook Shift
3:30-5:00 pm - Snacks & Dinner
6:00 pm - Clean Up

HOLIDAY - CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED
Summer Food Program
11:00-3:00 pm Food Prep/Cook Shift
3:30-5:00 pm - Snack & Dinner
6:00 pm - Clean Up

9:00 am - Ladies Social Breakfast
Summer Food Program
11:00-3:00 pm - Food Prep/Cook Shift
3:30-5:00 pm - Snacks & Dinner
6:00 pm - Clean Up

Summer Food Program
11:00-3:00 pm - Food Prep/Cook Shift
3:30-5:00 pm - Snacks & Dinner
6:00 pm - Clean Up

Crystal Lawson Scatter Garden Committal
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07/13/18

07/14/18

9:30 am Adult Bible Study
10:45 am - Worship, Ordination of New Church
Officers
11:45 Hospitality Hour
9:00 am - Prayerful Beginnings (Library)
Summer Food Program
11:00-3:00 pm - Food Prep/Cook Shift
3:30-5:00 pm - Snacks & Dinner
6:00 pm - Clean Up

Summer Food Program
11:00-3:00 pm Food Prep/Cook Shift
3:30-5:00 pm - Snacks & Dinner
6:00 pm - Clean Up
9:00 am - Park Work/Quilters/Handwork
11:30 am - Best Lunch in Missouri
Summer Food Program
11:00-3:00 pm Food Prep/Cook Shift
3:30-5:00 pm - Snack & Dinner
5:00 pm - Clean Up

Summer Food Program
11:00-3:00 pm Food Prep/Cook Shift
3:30-5:00 pm - Snacks & Dinner
6:00 pm - Clean Up

Summer Food Program
11:00-3:00 pm Food Prep/Cook Shift
3:30-5:00 pm - Snacks & Dinner
6:00 pm - Clean Up

Pastor Josh & Kirk Jackson at Music
Conference
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07/16/18
NO
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07/18/18

07/19/18

SAT
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07/20/18

07/21/18

PENTECOST 2 SEASON BEGINS!
9:30 am Adult Bible Study
10:45 am - Worship
11:45 Hospitality Hour
9:00 am - Prayerful Beginnings (Library)
Summer Food Program
11:00-3:00 pm Food Prep/Cook Shift
3:30-5:00 pm - Snacks & Dinner
6:00 pm - Clean Up

Summer Food Program
11:00-3:00 pm Food Prep/Cook Shift
3:30-5:00 pm - Snacks & Dinner
6:00 pm - Clean Up

9:00 am - Park Work/Quilters/Handwork
11:30 am - Best Lunch in Missouri
Summer Food Program
11:00-3:00 pm Food Prep/Cook Shift
3:30-5:00 pm - Snacks & Dinner
6:00 pm - Clean Up

Summer Food Program
11:00-3:00 pm Food Prep/Cook Shift
3:30-5:00 pm - Snacks & Dinner
6:00 pm - Clean Up
6:00 pm - Music Jam

Summer Food Program
11:00-3:00 pm Food Prep/Cook Shift
3:30-5:00 pm - Snacks & Dinner
6:00 pm - Clean Up

8:00 am- GPC Families Breakfast

SUN

07/23/18

07/25/18

07/26/18

SAT
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WED

07/24/18
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07/22/18
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GRACE WEEKLY EVENTS

07/27/18

07/28/18

9:30 am - Adult Bible Study
10:45 am - Worship,
11:45 am - Hospitality Hour - Pick up "Making
Sense of the Bible" Books
9:00 am - Prayerful Beginnings (Library)
Summer Food Program
11:00-3:00 pm Food Prep/Cook Shift
3:30-5:00 pm - Snacks & Dinner
6:00 pm - Clean Up

Summer Food Program
11:00-3:00 pm Food Prep/Cook Shift
3:30-5:00 pm - Snacks & Dinner
6:00 pm - Clean Up

9:00 am - Park Work/Quilters/Handwork
11:30 am - Best Lunch in Missouri
Summer Food Program
11:00-3:00 pm Food Prep/Cook Shift
3:30-5:00 pm - Snacks & Dinner
6:30-8:00 pm - "Making Sense of the Bible" Class

Summer Food Program
11:00-3:00 pm Food Prep/Cook Shift
3:30-5:00 pm - Snacks & Dinner
6:00 pm - Clean Up

Summer Food Program
11:00-3:00 pm Food Prep/Cook Shift
3:30-5:00 pm - Snacks & Dinner
6:00 pm - Clean Up

Clyde Gradolf Funeral
10-11 Visitation
11-12 Funeral Service
12-2 Luncheon

SUN

07/30/18

TUE

07/29/18

MON

GRACE WEEKLY EVENTS

07/31/18

9:30 am - Adult Bible Study
10:45 am - Worship, BackPack Program
11:45 am - Hospitality Hour
12-4 pm - Peace Season Planning Meeting
9:00 am - Prayerful Beginnings (Library)
Summer Food Program
11:00-3:00 pm Food Prep/Cook Shift
3:30-5:00 pm - Snacks & Dinner
6:00 pm - Clean Up

Summer Food Program
11:00-3:00 pm Food Prep/Cook Shift
3:30-5:00 pm - Snacks & Dinner
6:00 pm - Clean Up

APPRECIATIONS &
ANNOUNCEMENTS
FROM THE CAYSE FAMILY
The Cayse Family wishes to thank everyone for prayers, cards,
letters, food, and visits to Madge.

FROM BOB & ALTA CHAPMAN
We would like to thank everyone who helped us through Dick
Wagner's death. In food and all of your prayers. God bless
everyone. Prayers to all.

FROM THE FAMILY OF DICK WAGNER
To the People of Grace Presbyterian Church,
Please know the family of Richard (Dick) Wagner are so thankful
for all the prayers, kind words, and visits for us during our time of
loss of our loved one. To those who sent food, we thank you. It was
a blessing. Your overwhelming kindness has touched our hearts and
will not be forgotten. Thank you all.

FROM BRENDAN'S FRIDAY BACKPACKS
The Volunteers at Brendan's Friday Backpacks thank you for your
support. We are grateful to have a wonderful community to share
our mission of feeding hungry children in our own backyard.
Vicki & the Volunteers

FROM PRESBYTERY GENERAL ASSEMBLY TEAM
Thank you for hosting the Commissioners to the General Assembly
for worship and lunch at Grace. They were blown away by their
experience of worship! You should have seen their faces when they
got off the bus in St. Louis. They couldn't stop talking about the
power of Pastor Josh's sermon, the wonderful music, the hospitality
of the congregation, and the excellent food!
Emmy McCleland - Coordinator for G.A. Sunday Worship

Volunteers preparing meals
for kids in Jefferson County

Meals ready to go out to
hungry children in our community

Pastor Josh on the front page of the
Leader Newspaper

Brady leading his squad of plebs
at the Naval Academy

Owen performing liturgical dance at
General Assembly Worship

Owen & Kadence
at their dance recital

Nicole & Max ready
for Max's graduation

Teddie earned the
rank of Eagle Scout

Kids dancing, singing,
& praising God at VBS!

