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EMPOWERED BY THE SPIRIT!
BY PASTOR JOSH
The summer always brings us into the Church's Season
of Pentecost. The best explanation of Pentecost comes

But the truth of both the Scripture and the Holy Spirit is
that we ALL have these gifts - to pray, to preach, proclaim IF we believe in the Spirit. So the question we should be
asking ourselves is:
"Do we actually believe in the Spirit?"
Because the Truth of the Pentecost story is that if we do

from the "Young Children & Worship" telling of the

NOT believe in the Spirit, then the Church does NOT exist.

Pentecost story which says, "The day of Pentecost [is]

Without the Spirit the Church, at its best, becomes another

when we remember how God gave us the gift of the Holy

service organization like Rotary, Optimist, or the Lions

Spirit so we can say and do the wonderful things that Jesus

Club; and at its worst, the Church becomes nothing more

did."

than an exclusive self-help group with a dependence upon

What many people in the church don't know or believe

one person to meet all of their individual needs. And while

is that the Holy Spirit is also the Spirit of Jesus. And so

the Church is supposed to serve its community and while

when we receive the Holy Spirit - which is sealed within us

the church should care for its members, the thing that is

at our baptisms - we are ALL able to "say and do the

missed/forgotten/not believed is that the ministry of

wonderful things that Jesus did!" And we can do that

serving the community and caring for the members is to be

because we have the same Spirit that was within Jesus

shared by ALL the members of the church. And because of

Christ! Isn't that AMAZING!?!?

this shared ministry by ALL the members, the Church is

Yet when we say things like: "We need to wait for the

actually something greater than either a service

pastor to say the blessing over the potluck." or "I need the

organization or a self-help group. The Church becomes a

pastor to say a special prayer for me." we express our

place where disciples are made and apostles are sent. And

doubt in the Holy Spirit's work within each of us. It's as

that is possible because the Church and each of its

though the Pastor is the only one with the "gifts of the

members, is empowered by the Holy Spirit to "say and do

Spirit." That somehow the pastor has a special connection

the wonderful things that Jesus did!"

to God that no one else possesses or knows special

(CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE)

prayers that no one else knows.
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So throughout the Summer/Pentecost Season, I will be presenting a
sermon series about what it means to be the Church, as defined by the
Church throughout the ages. We will begin in Pentecost 1 with a series
on the "Great Ends of the Church" developed by the PCUSA in 1910 to
guide the future of the church. In Pentecost 2 We will move backwards
in time as we study the "Notes of the Reformed Church" developed
during the Reformation in the 16th century, and then go all the way back
to a study of the "Marks of the Church" developed by the Council of
Nicaea in 325 AD.
By studying what it means to be "the Church" throughout time, we can
see the ways the Holy Spirit has empowered the Church throughout
history and how we at Grace can be empowered to follow the Spirit into
the future!
The Pentecost 1 Team is offering ways we, as a congregation, can
respond to the Jesus' commandment to "love our neighbors as
ourselves" right now by being empowered by the Spirit. Be sure to read
their article to learn about these AMAZING opportunities coming up this
Summer! You do NOT want to miss out!
At the same time, pay attention to the ways the Spirit is moving both
in your life and in the life of Grace. Share those experiences of the Spirit's
movement with myself, the Elders, the Deacons, and the rest of the
congregation - because the Spirit also empowers us all to proclaim our
witness to the presence of Christ among us. You too can preach the
Good News if you believe in the Spirit that is already within you!
Grace & Peace
Pastor Josh

Grace welcomed the Kindergarten students of Crystal City Elementary for an
Easter Egg Hunt on March 27, 2018. It was raining, so we took the fun inside!
GRACE FOR YOU!

The Pentecost 1 Team is EXCITED!...
...Excited to bring you some great ways you can be empowered to follow the Spirit's call so
that you can serve Christ by serving your neighbor during the Summer at Grace!

Inspired by the "Great Ends of the Church" the Pentecost 1 Season, considered the
question posed by Rev. Dr. Joseph Small in his book Proclaiming the Great Ends of the
Church, "How are we doing at having the mind of Christ among ourselves, seeking not our
personal gain or aggrandizement but a humble spirit, the desire to serve, the willingness to
be servant to one another? " (p. 162)

So the Pentecost 1 Team is bringing you some exciting opportunities where you can not only
come to church, but BE the Church by serving our neighbors and showing them the love
and hospitality of Christ. We are working to host a summer food program every evening to
provide dinner to children in our area - most of which do not have ready access to food
when school is out. We are hosting delegates to the 223rd General Assembly of the
PCUSA on June 17. Worship that day will begin at 10:15 am and will be a brunch worship
service in the the church park (weather permitting). We will host our annual Vacation Bible
School (VBS) program on June 24-28 from 6-8 pm. Finally on July 8, we will move
our worship service to 4:00 pm at Crystal City Park, followed by a cook out at 5:00 pm,
and swimming at 6:00 pm at the Crystal City Pool. The WHOLE COMMUNITY is invited to
participate in this event on us! It our way of inviting you, the Church members, to
participate in the Spirit's call to offer radical hospitality to our community and show our
neighbors that Grace loves them; that Grace is for them; and that we welcome ALL
people to experience God's grace!

Sincerely yours,
The Pentecost 1 Team
Rich & Tawnya Hadley, Muriel Stephens, Rita Potochick, Kelly &
Rick Henneman, Jamie Rich, Patty Vandergriff, & Chris Gladden

(636) 937-3019
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105 Bailey Rd. Crystal City, MO

GRACE WEEKLY EVENTS
SUN
MON

9:30 am - Prayerful Beginnings (Library)

05/08/18

9:30 am - Morning Bible Study
1:00 pm - Afternoon Bible Study

WED

05/09/18

9:00 am - Park Work/Quilters/Handwork
11:30 am - Best Lunch in Missouri
6 - 8:00 pm - "Bringing Families Together"

05/10/18

SAT

FRI

TUE

05/07/18

THR

9:30 am - Adult Bible Study
10:45 am - Worship, Eye/Sunglasses Collection
11:45 am - Hospitality Hour, Pentecost 1 Team
Follow-up meeting

05/06/18

05/11/18

5:00-6:00 pm - Wedding Rehearsal

05/12/18

3:30 pm - Null Wedding

SUN

9:30-10:30 - FREE Breakfast
10:45 am - Worship, Tawyna Hadley Preaching
Women's Hygiene Product Collection

MON

05/14/18

9:30 am - Prayerful Beginnings (Library)
7:00 pm - Session

05/15/18

Deadline for June Newsletter Articles
Email to Liz
gracepcsecretary@sbcglobal.net

WED

05/16/18

9:00 am - Park Work/Quilters/Handwork
11:00 am - Best Lunch in Missouri
6 - 8:00 pm - "Bringing Families Together"

05/17/18

6:00 pm - Third Thursday Music Jam

SAT

FRI

TUE

05/13/18
GIFTS OF
WOMEN
SUNDAY

THR
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05/18/18

05/19/18

8:00 am - GPC Families Breakfast

SUN

05/21/18

WED

05/24/18

FRI

05/23/18

SAT

9:30 am - Adult Bible Study
10:45 am - Worship/Communion (Pentecost 1)
Empowered to Begin
11:45 am - Hospitality Hour

9:30 am - Prayerful Beginnings (Library)
7:00 pm - Deacons

05/22/18

THR

TUE

05/20/18
PENTECOST
CHILDREN'S
SUNDAY

MON

GRACE WEEKLY EVENTS

05/25/18

05/26/18

9:00 am - Park Work/Quilters/Handwork
11:30 am - Best Lunch in Missouri

SUN

05/28/18

WED

05/31/18

FRI

05/30/18

SAT

9:30 am - Adult Bible Study
10:45 am - Worship, Empowered to Know,
Backpack Donations
11:45 am - Hospitality Hour

9:30 am - Prayerful Beginnings (Library)
7:00 pm - Deacons

05/29/18

THR

TUE

05/27/18
TRINITY
SUNDAY

MON

GRACE WEEKLY EVENTS

06/01/18

06/02/18

9:00 am - Park Work/Quilters/Handwork
11:30 am - Best Lunch in Missouri

THANKS &
APPRECIATION
FROM MARY ORR
I want to thank my church family for all the prayers, get well
wishes, cards, visits, and meals after my surgery. Words cannot
express my appreciation for all your kindness and thoughtfulness

FROM ALTA CHAPMAN
Thank you for all the prayers and cards concerning the loss of my
brother, Jack Leonard.

FROM LINDA STEPHENS
Our heartfelt appreciation to all of you for your expressions of
sympathy upon the death of our mother, Kathleen Bromley. The
support and caring concern we received throughout her passing
gave us such comfort. Thank you to Pastor Josh, Mark Trautwein,
Fran Cavins, Pat Sweet, Brenda Wilson, the Deacons, and our
church family for being with us to celebrate a life well lived.
Linda & John Stephens and the entire family of Kathleen Bromley

FROM PASTOR JOSH
Thank you to the Session for granting me time off to retreat so I
could rest, rejuvenate, and renew. Thank you to the Deacons for
handling pastoral care while I was away. Thank you to Chaplain
Rich Hadley for filling the pulpit at the last minute. Thank you to
Abbey Croissant for your leadership of worship. Thank you to my
wife, Kellie Silva-Noah, for handling everything on her own while I
was away - you're amazing as always! Thank you to my boys, Joey,
Owen, & Aaron, for being the source of creative inspiration in my
life. And thank you to the entire Grace Presbyterian community for
recognizing the pastor's need to obey the commandment to
practice the Sabbath.

