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EXTRAVAGANT GENEROSITY
BY PASTOR JOSH

I mentioned in last month's newsletter that the Methodist
Bishop of the Missouri Conference, Robert Schnase published
"The Five Practices of Fruitful Congregations," in which he
argues that congregations which are "fruitful" - meaning
churches that are effective in fulfilling the mission that God has
placed before them - perform five specific practices: 1) Radical
Hospitality, 2) Passionate Worship, 3) Intentional Faith
Development, 4) Risk-Taking Mission & Service, and 5)
Extravagant Generosity.
Last month I wrote about how Bishop Schnase explains
Radical Hospitality. And I can say that we've been doing an
excellent job of showing radical hospitality during the month of
September, especially with all the visitors we had during the
month - several of which are returning!
As we approach Commitment Sunday, I want to write about
Schnase's idea of Extravagant Generosity and how strong
stewardship is a sign of spiritual health - both individually and
corporately. According to Schnase, churches thrive (not just
survive) "because of the extraordinary sharing, willing sacrifice,
and joyous giving of their members out of love for God and
neighbor." This willingness to give generously comes from the
church's understanding of the extravagant grace of God and the
emphasis on the need for Christians to live a life of generosity
rather than focusing on the need for money for the church.
At the same time, it's important that as Christians, we come to
understand that all that we are and all that we have belongs to
God. We are simply entrusted to be "good stewards" of the
gracious gifts that God gives us - including our earnings, our
spending, our savings, and our time. That's why it's important
that we work towards tithing. It's not just about "paying the bills."
It's also about your personal spiritual growth.

In fact, Schnase points out that if our grandparents or greatgrandparents were active in the faith, then they tithed. And yet,
often they were NOT people of great affluence. So why did they
feel it was important to give so generously, especially when they
had so much less than we do now? Schnase argues it's because
our own affluence shapes our hearts and minds more than the
gospel. Our society teaches us what theologian Walter
Brueggemann calls, "The Myth of Scarcity." The belief that despite
the fact we live in a world of abundance - freely given to us by a
God who grants us extravagant grace - Consumerism teaches us
that there is never enough. That we somehow won't survive if we
are too generous with what we have. Yet none of it is true.
As Princeton University Sociologist of Religion, Robert Wuthnow
points out, "Though many of us are well intentioned, we have
invested our lives in consumerism. We have a love affair with
"more" -- and we will never have enough. Consumerism is not
simply a marketing strategy. It has become a demonic spiritual
force among us, and the theological question facing us is whether
the gospel has the power to help us withstand it."
As we continue to be formed by the Myth of Scarcity, we become
mean, brutal, and selfish. We begin to believe that others are
literally stealing from us. We pass judgment on others - deciding
who "deserves" our financial graces and who does not. Like
Pharaoh, fearful that there won't be enough for himself and the
Israelites, our fear targets others as the cause of our scarcity. Yet the
Exodus story tells us that power of the future lies in those who trust
in God's abundance, NOT in those who fear scarcity and hoard their
resources.
The Harvest Season's theme is Sowing & Reaping. We sow
extravagant generosity in response to the extravagant generosity
that God has already shown us in Christ. Do you know just how
generous God has been with you? How can you be extravagantly
generous as a sign of your gratitude for all that Christ has done?
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Sermon Quotes
In case you missed any of our sermons in September, here's a sermon quote from each week.

The 2018 Harvest Team:
Tom & Marsha Anderson, Bob & Alta Chapman, Dale Houzenga,
Mickey Portell, and Bill & Joyce Sternberg,

Theme & Worship

The Harvest Team's theme for this 2018 is "Sowing & Reaping" and will focus on the the ways we sow
compassion, generosity, and love into our community in response to the blessings we've already reaped from God.
The Harvest Team has chosen to use the visuals on the screen as a part of our worship experience. The Harvest
Team will guide our focus to the ways we should be extravagantly generous in giving of our time, talents, and
treasure so that others can also reap the benefits of God's extravagant grace. One of the ways we will experience
God's generous grace is through a Service of Healing & Wholeness on October 28th. Communion will be served
on November 4th. Rev. Rich Hadley, a veteran and chaplain, will preach on Veterans' Day, November 11.
The season will culminate with Dedication Sunday on November 25th, where we will dedicate our tithes to the
mission of the church and offer ourselves to serving the church's mission by signing up for the 2019 Seasonal
Teams along with other church events.

Hospitality & Mission
The Harvest Team is providing us with several ways to welcome and serve our community.
TRUNK-OR-TREAT: We are looking forward to having LOTS of kids come out to Grace to trunk-or-treat
on October 24 from 6:00 to 8:00 pm. Our Facebook event already has over 400 people saying they are interested
in attending! Please pick up a bag of candy every time you are out shopping and bring it by the church on Sunday
so that we can ensure we don't run out of candy like we did last year. Also, if you can volunteer your car, please
speak to Brenda Wilson. Let's do a great job of making the children of our community feel welcome!
VIKINGS' VAULT: The Vikings' Vault is the new food pantry at Jefferson College. The pantry's purpose is to keep
college students from dropping out of school because they can't afford food or hygiene items. By staying in school,
they have a better chance of getting a higher paying job for the future.
The Harvest Team will be collecting food and hygiene items on Sundays, 10/21, 10/28, & 11/04.
We will then take the items over to the Vikings' Vault on Wednesday, 11/07 to donate.
Canned Food Items Needed: fruit, tuna/salmon, potatoes, chicken, soups/stews, chili, tomatoes, beans,
ham/spam, veggies
Other Food Items Needed: dried fruit, apple sauce, peanut butter, jelly, oatmeal, popcorn, nuts, coffee/tea, instant
mashed potatoes, olive/canola oil, ketchup/mustard, mayonnaise, pickles, crackers, dried pasta, pasta sauce, rice,
dried beans, cereal, pancake mix, syrup, honey, cake mix, icing, cookies/graham crackers, granola bars,
salt/pepper, cooking spices, BBQ sauce
Personal Hygiene Products Needed: dish soap, napkins, deodorant, paper towels, bar soap, toilet paper, hand
soap, kleenex/tissues, shaving cream, disposable razors, laundry detergent, packages of socks, toothpaste,
toothbrushes, shampoo, conditioner, feminine hygiene products, dental floss, packages of t-shirts, body wash
Baby/Infant Products Needed: infant cereal, infant formula, diaper wipes, diaper cream, diapers, baby food, baby
lotion, baby shampoo

HARVEST SEASON
MINISTRY
OPPORTUNITIES
Clyde's Buddies Ministry - Wednesdays 6:00 pm - 7:00 pm
The Harvest Team has chosen to continue the work of the Peace Team and host two nights of the Clyde's
Buddies Program on November 7 and 14. Information about the events for those nights is forthcoming.
Please speak to Mickey Portell if you have any questions.

Veterans' Day Bar-B-Que Potluck - November 11 after worship
Veterans' Day falls on a Sunday this year. The Harvest Team will honor the veterans in our church
and community with a Bar-B-Que Potluck lunch following our worship service.
The bar-b-que is provided by Smokee Robinson's in Kimmswick.
We ask that all Grace members bring a side to share, and invite anyone among your family or friends
who is a veteran to join us on this day. We will sing patriotic songs in the fellowship hall during our
meal time.
Speak to Marsha Anderson if you have any questions or are bringing a guest.

Days of Wine & Music - October 19
Would you be interested in visiting one of Jefferson County’s wineries?
Sally Borgerson is getting together a group to go to
La Chance Winery on Peter Moore Lane in De Soto. Google it!
The date she proposes is Friday, October 19th.
Their musical entertainment that night is Brown and Bohannan
(two guys on acoustic guitars with vocals). You can Google them, too!
If you ARE interested, please email Sally at sallysorbonne@gmail.com
by Friday, Oct. 12.
She’ll respond with directions and details as to time, cost, etc.

HARVEST SEASON
MINISTRY
OPPORTUNITIES
Bible Study: "Where True Love Is" by Suzanne DeWitt-Hall
Thursdays, 6:30-8:00 pm - starting October 18
The bible study for the Harvest Season will be a study of the devotional, Where True Love Is by Suzanne
DeWitt-Hall. Suzanne and her wife Diane live in Festus and have been visiting Grace for several weeks now.
They have generously offered to lead a study of Suzanne's devotional and to invite the entire community to
participate in the study as well.
The study will be on Thursday nights from 6:30-8:00 pm starting on October 18, in the Fellowship Hall.
To register for the study and obtain a copy of the book (cost: $12) please go to the church's website (under
"Sharing" and "Small Groups"): http://www.gracechurch-pcusa.com/small-groups.html
This devotional study is for ALL people!
From the website:
"Where True Love Is" offers a 90-day Biblical exploration of God, scripture, the law, gender, sexuality,
marriage, and more. This book is for every LGBTQI+ individual who fears God can’t love them just the way
they are, and for those who simply want a devotional which approaches scripture inclusively. It is for every
family member who struggles to integrate the reality of their LGBTQI+ loved one with a faithful walk with
Christ. It is for every pastor, church, and denomination trying to discern God’s will for this critical issue.
After reading it, you’ll be able to offer a Bible-based defense of the validity of LGBTQI+ Christian faith. More
importantly, you’ll encounter the gorgeous, loving complexity of a God who can’t be stuffed into a book-sized
box.

SESSION MINUTES
09/10/2018 MEETING
The meeting was called to order at 7:05 p.m. by Rev. Joshua Noah. Present were elders Kirk Jackson, Sue
Short, Mary Lucas, Janice Aucutt, Kelly Henneman, Amy Petschonek, and LeaAnn Roth. Also present:
Rich Hadley and clerk Sally Borgerson. Absent were Pat Breeze and Debbie Cooke. We began with the
Call to Worship and the Time of Sharing. Rich takes office as an elder in January. We all introduced
ourselves to Rich. We then read the Prayer of Discipleship in unison and recited the Lord’s Prayer. Josh
announced that, starting in October, a different elder will be responsible for the Devotion each month. We’ll
sign up during our September retreat. As our Affirmation of Faith we read aloud the responsibilities of the
Session (Book of Order G-3.0201b).
Session Committee Reports
Stewardship and Finance: Jan said the committee will propose that, as a congregation, we commit to
10,000 hours of service in the coming year. This amounts to 3.2 hours per week per member. Ten per cent
of each member’s time should be out in the community. Pledge letters will go out. Nov. 25 is Commitment
Sunday when sign-ups for Seasonal Teams will also occur.
Building and Grounds: Kirk said that there are so many leaks that we are considering a total roof
replacement. Kirk will call Charles Word of Ambassador Roofing again. Our insurance company may not
help us much with this; possibly a grant could be obtained. The committee was reminded that all vendors
need to be reviewed (which includes insurance coverage) for a report in November. Mary said that the
transition to Spectrum for phone and Internet has hit a few snags, but will hopefully be completed before Oct.
1 when our AT&T contract automatically renews.
Personnel: Mary said that performance reviews are going on.
Seasonal Team Reports
Josh said that the Harvest team has met and has chosen “Sowing and Reaping” as their theme. They want
to keep the screen in the front of the sanctuary. Josh said he’d check with the Potochicks’ son about the
feasibility of a retractable screen or a couple of T.V. screens. The team wants to focus on children in Crystal
City schools...as their mission project. Kirk moved to authorize Josh to research a way we as a church could
make an impact on this. The motion was seconded and carried unanimously. We have not yet received a
written report from this team. Items requiring further Session action will have to come to the October
meeting.
The Easter, Pentecost 1 and Pentecost 2 teams were reminded that we need their final reports.
Jan gave the Peace team update. Sept. 9 was their first Sunday. The offering of beverages to those arriving
for worship was well received. The sanctuary decorations emphasize many colors and their theme of
Welcome. This was carried through with tie-died T-shirts worn by the team. There are two beautiful banners
created by Donna Trautwein. Elders were reminded of the 9/11 service to be held the next night.

SESSION MINUTES
09/10/2018 MEETING
Board Reports
Presbytery met on Aug. 23 and Rich Hadley was commissioned as Chaplain for Jefferson Mercy Hospital.
Rich, Josh, Jan and Mary attended.
Deacons: Communion was served to 5 at Autumn Ridge and to 4 at Crystal Oaks during the month of
August.
GPC Families will hold Trunk or Treat again this year. GEM will meet next week.
Clerk: Sue moved approval of the stated Session minutes of August 13. The motion was seconded and
carried unanimously. LeaAnn moved to affirm two email votes:
1. To allow the YMCA to use the church grounds on Saturdays for tai chi classes during September
2. To switch our phone/Internet service provider from AT&T to Spectrum
Both email votes were affirmative. The motion to affirm these two email votes was seconded and carried
unanimously.
Average attendance for August was 62.
Treasurer: Jan said that during the month of August, $11,690.02 was taken in and $15,129.64 was spent,
for a negative total of 3,439.62. For the year so far (to the end of August), $125,406.45 was taken in and
$135,924.99 spent, for a negative balance of $10,518.54. LeaAnn moved to accept this report. The motion
was seconded and carried unamimously. A financial review of the years 2016 and 2017 was completed by
Mickey Portell and Paula Westbrook on Sept. 6. Kirk moved to accept this report. The motion was seconded
and carried unanimously.
Pastor: Josh gave us a copy of his fall schedule. He reminded us of the Session retreat coming up on
Friday, Sept. 28 (5 p.m. at the church) and Saturday, 9 a.m.-5 p.m. (location to be determined). We are to
have read Lasting Impact and Not Your Parents’ Offering Plate by then. Josh said that we would start with
Chapter 4 of Lasting Impact and we should answer the questions in the book. Action items from Josh:
1. Rich Fischer contacted the church to say that the Tanglefoot Association would like to have the Twin Cities
Days Art Walk in the church park every Twin Cities Days. Jan moved approval of this. The motion was
seconded and carried unanimously.
2. To make it clear that the Session makes the decisions having to do with the worship and mission of the
congregation, it was moved that all Session motions indicate if they were approved unanimously (with
contradictory votes noted when that was not the case) and that all Session minutes be included in the church
newsletter. The motion was seconded and carried unanimously.
3. Kirk moved to approve the hosting of a commissioning service for Commissioned Pastor Rich Hadley on
Oct. 6 at 3 p.m. The motion was seconded and carried unanimously. Josh said he’d research as to
whether we are supposed to send out invitations to all the churches in the Presbytery. Sue and Jan
volunteered to co-chair the reception afterward.
Sue moved to adjourn at 8:50 p.m. The motion was seconded and carried unanimously. We ended with the
benediction from Pastor Josh.
Respectfully submitted,

Sally Borgerson,
Clerk of the Session

APPRECIATIONS &
ANNOUNCEMENTS

FROM TIM THOMPSON
PRINCIPAL OF CRYSTAL CITY ELEMENTARY
Grace Presbyterian & Pastor Noah,
A great big THANKS! for all you did for us this year at Crystal City
Schools and all you continue to do in support of us!
We so appreciate you!

FROM JOLEENE MCAULLY
BACKPACKS FOR FOSTER KIDS
Dear Ladies of Grace Presbyterian Church,
I'm sorry I'm late in thanking you for the lovely quilts. I do so much
appreciate all your hard work and dedication. I had cataract
surgery recently and my "thanks" got pushed aside. My apologies.

The first female member of the
Webelos leads the service.

Grace members prepared baked
goods for the Webelos & the
community.

The Webelos of Troop 407 lead a
9/11 Service for Peace

Clyde's Buddies kicks-off with an
Ice Cream Social

The children of Grace got to meet &
get to know their "Buddies."

Everyone had a great time!

The CCHS Homecoming Court
receives bottled water from Grace
members during the parade.

The CCHS Cheerleaders are happy
to get water on a hot day!

The CCHS Football team enjoys the
cookies made by Grace members.

