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Methodist Bishop of the Missouri Conference, Robert
Schnase published a series of books called, "The Five Practices
of Fruitful Congregations." In this series, Bishop Schnase argues
that congregations that are "fruitful" - meaning churches that are
effective in fulfilling the mission that God has placed before
them - perform five specific practices: 1) Radical Hospitality, 2)
Passionate Worship, 3) Intentional Faith Development, 4) RiskTaking Mission & Service, and 5) Extravagant Generosity.
The first of these 5 practices is Radical Hospitality. But what
does it mean to offer radical hospitality? And aren't we already a
friendly congregation? Well...radical hospitality goes further
than simply making sure there's a greeter at the door to say hello
and having an usher to give the visitor a bulletin.
The very word "radical" means that you are going beyond
basic expectations. A greeter and usher are basic. Radical has to
be so much more than that. The word radical finds its origins in
the Latin word for "root" - meaning that out hospitality has to be
"rooted" in something. And since our faith is "rooted" in Jesus,
then our hospitality has to also be "rooted" in Jesus.
Think of it this way: What would you do if Jesus Christ
himself actually walked through the door? Would you just say,
"Hi! Glad your here." then hand him a bulletin and go back to
talking to your friend? If he sat in your pew, would you look at
him in frustration, roll your eyes, and then find the next closest
seat? If you saw him sitting in the sanctuary by himself, with no
one else in the congregation talking to him, would you just wait
for the pastor to speak to him because "That's the pastor's job"?
OR...would you be excited to see him? Would you offer him a
beverage? Help him find a seat? Step away from a conversation
with your friends in order to greet him? Then introduce him to
your friends? Offer to let him sit next to you during worship?

If he was sitting in your pew, would you introduce yourself and ask
to sit with him? If you saw him sitting by himself, with no one else
talking to him, would you go over to him, welcome him, and ask if
he would like to sit with you? Would you go with him during
Hospitality Hour and invite him to sit with you and your friends?
If NONE of these are things that you would do, then we've got a
problem. Then we are not showing radical hospitality. And if you
think that someone else is better for the job, I guarantee you that
everyone else is thinking the same thing. And our congregation will
NOT be effectively fulfilling the mission of God until we do. We are
NOT sharing Good News until we treat everyone who walks in the
door like they are actually Jesus Christ himself. Jesus does tell us in
the Gospels " Whatever you do unto the least of these, you also do
unto me."
So anything LESS than radical hospitality not only fails that
visitor, it also fail Jesus and, we sin against God and neighbor as a
church. You may feel like, "But I wasn't mean to them, so how is that
sin?" Think about it this way:
A friend invited you to someone's house for a party that you've
never been to. You arrive, and the only person you know isn't there.
How would you feel if the host just opened the door, said "Hi" and
then immediately walked away to talk to their friends? You'd be
pretty uncomfortable and probably ready to leave if your friend
doesn't show up in the next 5 minutes. BUT, what if that same host
truly welcomed you? Offered you a drink and food? Helped you
find a seat? Introduced you to people at the party? Showed you
around the house? And make sure you are comfortable before
going back to other people at the party? That would make a world
of difference. And you just might have a new friend.
The Peace Season's theme is - WE CHOOSE WELCOME!
Let's see how true we can make that statement. AMEN!
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Sermon Quotes
In case you missed any of our sermons in August, here's a sermon quote from each week.

THE VIEW
FROM THE LOFT
Dear Choristers (and those thinking about joining the choir):
I just became aware that the date I proposed for the Big,
Extravagant, Highly Anticipated, Not-To-Be-Missed Choir Pot
Luck and Kickoff is on the same evening as the last meeting of
Pastor Josh’s new book study.
I know that many of us are planning to attend Pastor Josh’s
series, so we need to pick a later date.
Tentatively let’s say it will be on Wednesday, September 5. If
there are no objections or conflicts, we’ll confirm that date.
The affair will be at the Jackson Manor on Crystal Heights Road.
If you are coming, Respondez S’il Vous Plait
(that’s fancy talk for CALL US) at 636-931-5432, and we’ll make
sure you get directions.
May God continue to bless you with joy, love, and music!
Kirk Jackson
Chancel Choir Director

The 2018 Peace Team:
Jan Aucutt, LeaAnn Roth, Kellie Silva-Noah, Kathy & Mark Bungenstock, Carol Gradolf

Theme & Worship
The Peace Team's theme for this year is "We Choose Welcome" and will focus on the ways that we can show
better hospitality to our community in order to make them feel welcome here at Grace. We will go above and beyond
simply offering a place to worship or providing food, we will also step outside our comfort zones and offer genuine
friendship, caring conversation, and authentic love.
One way to make people feel more welcome is to offer them refreshments as they come into worship. There will be
a refreshments area in the narthex with coffee, tea, and other drinks. We will have reusable mugs with lids which say
#experiencegrace on them for sale.
Also, due to the overwhelming positive response to Pastor Josh's use of the screen during worship, the Peace Team
has proposed and received unanimous approval from the Session to continue having Pastor Josh use the screen
during worship with his sermons. The Peace Team will be working with Kirk and the choir to find ways they can
collaborate to make all these elements come together for worship. There will even be some new music to be sung
with the children. This music came with the kid's curriculum for the season - An Illustrated Compassion - and will
integrate the themes and scriptures upon which Pastor Josh will be preaching.
Also, October 7 will be World Communion Sunday and will feature a dual-language liturgy on that day, thanks to
the help of our local Spanish and French professor, Sally Borgerson. On that day, we will also collect the Peace &
Global Witness Offering, 25% of which will be donated to a local organization that promotes peace.

Hospitality & Mission
The Peace Team will place a great deal of focus on hospitality as they weave their theme of "We Choose
Welcome" throughout the ministries of their season. We will be working to welcome our community as they utilize
our church for various activities and events. Some of these events are:
Art Walk & Party on the Cobblestone - September 7 from 11:00 am to 8:00 pm. "It will be a beautiful day of art
and music! The twin City Days Art Walk begins at 11 am and has artists and vending booths set up from Grace
Presbyterian Church yard and over the bridge to the 100 block of Mississippi Avenue. Enjoy local and regional
artists as they display and create art you’ll want to take home. Then at 5 pm Jimmy Tebeau and Molly Adamson of
The Schwag will perform a three hour acoustic show in a beautiful setting within the artwalk." Details can be found
on the Facebook event on the church's Facebook page.
Twin City Days Booth - September 8 from 9:00 am to 4:00 pm: We will have a booth at Twin City Days to pass
out information and freebies to help our community to Experience Grace. If you can help, even if it is only an hour,
on Saturday Sept. 8th during the hours of 9:00am to 4:00pm please contact Jan Aucutt 314-541-8173 or call the
church office 636-937-3019
9/11 Memorial & Prayer Service - September 11 @ 6:00 pm in the Grace Park/Gazebo: We are partnering with
our local Webelo 1 Cub Scouts to host a 9/11 Prayer Service. The service will help the Webelos 1 to fulfill their
"God and You" achievement in addition to helping our community to remember the events of that day and helping
us to pray and hope for peace in our world. Come out an support your local Cub Scouts.
Clyde's Buddies Ministry - One of the people we must show hospitality to are the children of our church. Please
see the "Ministry Opportunities" page to learn how you can be a part of the Clyde's Buddies Ministry.

MINISTRY
OPPORTUNITIES
Dear
Choristers
(and -those
thinking about
joining
thepm
choir):
Clyde's
Buddies
Ministry
Wednesdays
6:00 pm
- 7:00
When a child is baptized in our church, every member of this congregation makes a vow to both God and the
child to walk with that child along the journey of faith and to help the parents to nurture that child in the
I just became aware that the date I proposed for the Big,
knowledge of Christ's love for them.
Inspired by
Mr Clyde’s embrace
of these
Baptismal vows,
the Peace Team has developed
new ministry
Extravagant,
Highly
Anticipated,
Not-To-Be-Missed
ChoiraPot
called "Clyde’s Buddies" for our season. We are asking for adult volunteers to honor the baptismal vows
andupKickoff
is ofonthethe
same
the last meeting
of activities
they took Luck
and buddy
with a child
church
for 4evening
consecutiveas
Wednesdays
of planned social
from 6:00-7:00
pm. Josh’s new book study.
Pastor
The activities are already planned.
All the buddies have to do is have fun with the kid!

I know that many of us are planning to attend Pastor Josh’s

The Social Activities are as follows:
sosocial
we &need
totopick
later
date.
Sept. 19 -series,
Ice cream
Getting
know ayour
buddy
Sept. 26 - Popcorn and making Tie-dyed shirts.
(We do ask that the adults to bring their own white shirt.
Tentatively
let’s
say it will be on Wednesday, September 5. If
We will provide
shirts for the
kids.)
Oct. 3 - Decorating
Cookies
there are
no objections or conflicts, we’ll confirm that date.
(These will be pre-baked cookies provided by our team.
We provide the icing and decorations for you and your buddy.)
Oct 10 - Making
your own
Pizzas!
The affair
will
be at the Jackson Manor on Crystal Heights Road.
If you wish to honor your baptismal vows through this ministry
please text or call LeaAnn Roth
If you are coming, Respondez S’il Vous Plait
at 314-941-5828 or email at lrroth0710@gmail.com

(that’s fancy talk for CALL US) at 636-931-5432, and we’ll make
sure you get directions.

May God continue to bless you with joy, love, and music!
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Please contact Jan Aucutt 314-541-8173 or call the church office 636-937-3019 if you will be there.

D.A.R. Veterans' Day Luncheon
Sally Borgerson, on behalf of the Jefferson County Chapter of the Daughters of the American Revolution, is
trying to identify Jefferson County veterans in order to invite them to this year’s luncheon which will be held
on Saturday, Nov. 3 at the Festus-Crystal City Conservation Club. Invitations will be mailed on September
14, so if you know of a veteran who should be on the mailing list, please let Sally know as soon as possible.
She will need the name of the veteran, his or her branch of service (for the nametag), and the mailing
address. Contact her at sallysorbonne@gmail.com or 314-779-9786.
Each veteran is entitled to bring a guest to this free luncheon.
Sally said, “This is our second annual luncheon. Approximately 160 attended last year.
The program this year is a speaker on the USO of Missouri and the musical entertainment is a barbershop
quartet.”
(By the way, if you received an invitation last year, you are already on the mailing list.)
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The affair will be at the Jackson Manor on Crystal Heights Road.

This group has already made over 1200 of these quilts and is always looking for more people to help with this
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May God continue to bless you with joy, love, and music!
Kirk Jackson
Chancel Choir Director

SUN

09/03/18

WED

09/06/18

FRI

09/05/18

SAT

9:30 am - Adult Bible Study
10:45 am - Worship - "If It Is the End of the World As
We Know It, Will I Feel Fine?"
11:45 am - Hospitality Hour

HOLIDAY - CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED

09/04/18

THR

TUE

09/02/18

MON

GRACE WEEKLY EVENTS

09/07/18

09/08/18

9:00 am - Park Work
9:30 am - Quilters/Handwork
Lunch Cancelled
6:00 pm - Choir Pot Luck Dinner
@ Jackson's House

9:00 am - Ladies Social Breakfast CANCELLED

11:00 am-8:00 pm - Twin City Days
Art Walk on the Cobblestones

9:00 am-4:00 pm

Twin City Days Booth

09/09/18
TWIN CITY
DAYS

09/10/18

09/12/18

09/13/18

SAT

FRI

WED

09/11/18

THR

TUE

MON

SUN

GRACE WEEKLY EVENTS
Peace Season Begins - WE CHOOSE WELCOME!
9:30 am - Adult Bible Study
10:45 am - Worship - "To Choose Welcome is to Choose
Hospitality Over Fear"
11:45 am - Hospitality Hour

9:00
2:00
5:00
7:00

am - Prayerful Beginnings (Library)
- 7:00 pm Blood Drive
pm - Cub Scouts Prayer Service Practice
pm - Session Meeting

9:30 am - Morning Bible Study
1:00 pm - Afternoon Bible Study
6:00 pm - 9/11 Prayer Service for Peace w/ Scouts

9:00 am - Park Work
9:30 am - Quilters/Handwork
11:30 am - Best Lunch in Missouri
7:00 pm - Choir Practice

7:00 pm - Evening Bible Study - CANCELLED

09/14/18

09/15/18

8:00 am - GPC Families Breakfast
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GRACE WEEKLY EVENTS

9 // 11 8
8
0089//21 8

09/20/18

09/21/18

09/22/18

9:30 am - Adult Bible Study
10:45 am - Worship - "To Choose Welcome is to Choose
the Powerless Over the Powerful"
11:45 am - Hospitality Hour

9:00 am - Prayerful Beginnings (Library)
7:00 pm - Deacon Meeting

9:00 am - Park Work
9:30 am - Quilters/Handwork
11:30 am - Best Lunch in Missouri
6:00 pm - Clyde's Buddies - Ice Cream Social
7:00 pm - Choir Practice

6:00 pm - Music Jam

1:00 pm - Crystal City High School
Homecoming Parade
Help Handout Cookies & Water!
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09/23/18

TUE

GRACE WEEKLY EVENTS

0089//2286//1188

9:30 am - Adult Bible Study
10:45 am - Worship - "To Choose Welcome is to Choose
Grace Over Grudge"
11:45 am - Hospitality Hour

9:00 am - Prayerful Beginnings (Library)

9:00 am - Park Work
9:30 am - Quilters/Handwork
11:30 am - Best Lunch in Missouri
6:00 pm - Clyde's Buddies - Popcorn & Tie-Die
7:00 pm - Choir Practice

09/27/18

09/28/18

5:00 pm - Session Retreat Begins

09/29/18

5:00 pm - Session Retreat Ends
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10/04/18

10/05/18

10/06/18

9:30 am - Adult Bible Study
10:45 am - Worship - "To Choose Welcome is to Choose
Mercy Over Violence"
Backpack Program Donations
11:45 am - Hospitality Hour

9:00 am - Prayerful Beginnings (Library)

9:00 am - Park Work
9:30 am - Quilters/Handwork
11:30 am - Best Lunch in Missouri
6:00 pm - Clyde's Buddies - Cookie Decorating
7:00 pm - Choir Practice

9:00 am - Ladies Social Breakfast

APPRECIATIONS &
ANNOUNCEMENTS
FROM THE HELPING HANDS PROGRAM OF
CRYSTAL CITY SCHOOLS
Dear Grace Church,
Thank you so much for your donation to
the Helping Hands Program.
It is so greatly appreciated!
Thanks again,
Taylor Massa & Emily Holdinghausen

FROM CAROL GRADOLF
To the Deacons of Grace Presbyterian,
Thanks for the great food and services for my Dad. (Clyde Gradolf)

FROM THE CONGREGATION
I think the changes in the front of the church recently are A-1!
I feel more a part of the service because of these changes!

Serving coffee to Crystal City
parents on the first day of school.

Jayden is excited about
the first day of school!

Our community greeting the
children at Crystal City Elementary
on the first day of school.

Our own Rich Hadley was
commissioned by the Presbytery
as Chaplain to Mercy-Jefferson
Hospital.

Kadence, Josie, Jayden, & Trent
are ready for school!

Connecting All Ages with God's
Word with Pastor Josh

Mrs. Joyce is such a good sport!
And the children love her for it!

"Back to School Sunday" Cake

Sometimes when you're preaching,
you just got to hold Kole.

